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IMPORTANT DATES

Sept 16 Terry Fox Event

Sept 18 Grade 9 Fit Day

Sept 19 Club Fair - Lunch

Sept
23-27

Safety Week

Sept 24 Photo Day

Sept 26 Wellness Fair

Sept 27 PA Day
(No School)

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Meeting Time: 7:00pm

Meeting Location: Library
(across from the office)
Meeting Date:
Monday September 23, 2024
TuesdayOctober 29, 2024
Monday November 4, 2024
Tuesday February 18, 2024
Monday April 7, 2024

SCHOOL email:
thornlea.ss@yrdsb.ca

ATTENDANCE email:
thornleass.attendance
@yrdsb.ca

CONTACT/TELEPHONE CHANGE:
thornlea.ss@yrdsb.ca

THORNLEA ADMINISTRATION
MESSAGE

Hello Thornlea Families,

It has been an amazing return to school. I have had so many wonderful
conversations with students. I listened to students talk about the jobs they
did over the summer and heard the pride they gained through their work.
Students have shared stories of their wonderful travels—some visited
Toronto, while others ventured to the other side of the planet. I also listened
to students who spent the summer hanging out with friends and recharging
for the coming year. No matter what they did this summer, every student I
have spoken to has returned with optimism and excitement for the new
year. I share that excitement.

Traffic
For the families who dropped off their children the first two weeks, you likely
noticed that traffic was very busy in the mornings. On mornings where there
is rain or snow you can expect it to be even busier.

Tips for a better drop-off:

● Arrive early: Traffic before 8:30 is very light. Between 8:30 and 8:45,
it gets much busier. If you can arrive a bit earlier, it will make your
drop-off experience much easier.
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STUDENT MEDICAL FORMS:

Anaphylaxis Health Care Plan
Asthma Health Care Plan
Diabetes Health Care Plan
Epilepsy Health Care Plan
Self Administration of
Medication

YRDSB LINKS:

18+ Student Consent Form

SchoolCash Online

What is De-Streaming

YRDSB Guide to the School Year

USEFUL LINKS:

Thornlea Calendar

Thornlea Instagram

Thornlea Website

York Region Public Health

8:30 am

Only a few cars.

No
waiting

8:35 am

10 cars in line.
Busy but
traffic is
moving well.

8:40 am

20 cars in line.
Traffic is slow to
get onto and off
property.

● Drop off near the school: Some parents choose to drop off their
children on nearby side streets and have them walk the last little bit
to Thornlea. The walk is great for the children’s health and the drop
off is great for parents’ stress levels.

● Avoid risky maneuvers: Unfortunately, I have witnessed very
dangerous drop-off attempts the first two weeks, such as U-turns on
Bayview and drop-offs in the middle of the road—it boggles the mind.
Please exercise extra caution when dropping off your children and
follow the posted signs.

● Be patient: If you can't avoid arriving after 8:30, be prepared for a
slow but steady process.

I am looking forward to a great year and excited about the possibilities.
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School Council

Please join us for our school council meetings. We will meet on the
following dates in the school library.

Meetings begin at 7:00pm.

Sept 23rd (Mon) – elections
Oct 29th (Tues) – guidance presentation on Universities, Colleges and
Trades.
Nov 4th (Mon) - school council topics
Feb 18th (Tues) - school council topics
Apr 7th (Mon) - school council topics

Sincerely,

Paolo Burzese
Paolo.Burzese@yrdsb.ca
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Email: Email:

Thornleass.attendance@yrdsb.ca Thornlea.ss@yrdsb.ca

Allergies/Medical Conditions
There are students and staff members in our school who have life-threatening
allergies to nuts and other allergens. If they smell or come into contact with these
allergens, they may have an anaphylactic reaction. To help create an allergen-safe
environment, please refrain from sending nut products or peanut butter
replacements. For more information on helping to create an allergen-safe
environment, please see information on allergies on the Board website.

If your child has a serious or life-threatening allergy or prevalent medical
condition, such as Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Diabetes or Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder,
please click on the link, and email it to : Thornlea.ss@yrdsb.ca by
September 15, 2024.
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Locker Items from School Year 2023-2024

The lockers were emptied back in June 2024. Some lockers still had items
inside. Please come to the office to collect your items by Thursday
September 19th, 2024. After that date, they will be donated.

Safety Week September 23-27
The York Region School Board is committed to ensuring the safety of
students, staff, and visitors in the event of an emergency situation. As such,
during Safety Week (September 23 to 27, 2024) and throughout the school
year, schools in our Board practice various safety drills, including Fire Drills,
Lockdown Drills, Hold and Secure Drills and the newly established Bomb
Threat Drill. It is critical that all members of our school community become
familiar with emergency protocols as they are designed to keep all of us
safe at school. Please refer to Board Policy #669.0 for more information
about Emergency Preparedness and Crisis Management.

Practicing drills may create some anxiety for some students. If you are
concerned about how these situations might impact the mental health and
well-being of your child, please contact school administrators, as we have
school mental health professionals available to support your child.

General Supports for Emotional Well-Being

● 310-COPE: 905-310-COPE (2673) or 1-855-310-COPE (2673) - available 24/7
● KidsHelpPhone: 1-800-668-6868, text 686868 - available 24/7
● Mental Health Helpline: 1-866-531-2600 - available 24/7
● York Hills Help Phone Line: 905-503-9561 Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30

a.m.-4:00 p.m. for children and youth (0-18 years) and their parents, caregivers or
adult supporters.

● Trans Lifeline
● Black Youth Helpline
● Naseeha Helpline/
● 2SLGBTQ+ Youthline
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CLASSROOM CONNECTION

School Year 2024/2025

As a reminder:
● Winter Break is Monday, December 23, 2024 to Friday, January 5,

2025

Learning with and from classmates and teachers is very valuable. It is

expected that all vacations be scheduled during official school breaks.
Please see the full year calendar to support your planning. 2024-2025
School Year Calendar

Science Department - AP Chemistry Results

Our science department is filled with pride to share the AP Chemistry
results for May 2024, in which grade 12 students from Dr. Manivannan's
class performed exceptionally well, achieving a remarkable school average
of 4 out of 5. These students demonstrated remarkable dedication and
passion for the subject, as evidenced by their active involvement in the
Chem Club and the rigorous experiential learning during the lunch hours in
room 125. Kudos to all of them!
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Robotics Team Thunder Robotics

Congratulations to our school Robotics Team Thunder Robotics for
competing at Robots@CNE 2024 at the Canadian National Exhibition
(CNE) from August 30 to September 1, 2024. Our Robotics Team finished
with high enough ranking in the Qualification matches to make Alliance 8
Captain for the Playoffs. Our Robotics Team played very well in the
Playoffs, first against the strongest Alliance then ending their run for the
Finals in a nail-biting close finish of 57 points against 60 points. Our
Robotics Club students had the opportunity for lots of fun with free goodies,
food, shows, rides and the Air Show! Congratulations also to one of our
Robotics Team members for achieving a top score in the AP Computer
Science Java programming exam. Students in our Robotics Club use Java
programming in Robotics.
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Expression of Interest Form:
https://bit.ly/ThornleaEuropeTrip2025

Proposed Daily Itinerary: https://bit.ly/Europe2025DailyItinerary
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Terry Fox Walk/Run

Thornlea Secondary School is participating in the Terry Fox School Run on Monday

September 16th! We are so proud to be a part of this Canadian tradition in the

fight against cancer. Please help our students fundraise for cancer research and

follow in the footsteps of one of our greatest Canadian heroes.

DONATE TODAY at:

https://schools.terryfox.ca/ThornleaSSThornhill

Club Fair

Club Fair will take place during lunch on Thursday September 19th. We encourage

any student looking to get involved in extracurricular activities to visit the many

booths that will be on display.
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GUIDANCE NEWS

Students will be able to book a guidance appointment next week. They will be
receiving an email with details.

Here is a list of guidance counsellors and the surname alphabet they service.

LOOKING AHEAD

Thornlea S.S. is proud to announce for the 2024/25 school year the
following Post-Secondary Institutions will be sending us a
representative to speak to our grade 12's during lunch (location to be
announced).

Please see schedule below:

DATE OF PRESENTATION University/College

Tuesday September 24, 2024 Seneca College

Wednesday September 25, 2024
Ontario College of Art
and Design (OCAD)
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Thursday September 26, 2024 Ontario Tech University

Monday September 30, 2024 Humber College

Tuesday October 1, 2024 York University

Monday October 7, 2024 Centennial College

Tuesday October 8, 2024 George Brown College

Wednesday October 9, 2024
Ivey Business School -
Western University

Thursday October 10, 2024 University of Ottawa

Thursday October 10, 2024 Wilfrid Laurier University

Tuesday October 15, 2024 University of Guelph

Friday October 18, 2024
University of Toronto -

Engineering

Tuesday October 22, 2024 University of Windsor

Wednesday October 23, 2024 Carleton University

Friday October 25, 2024 University of Toronto

Monday October 28, 2024 University of Waterloo

Tuesday October 29, 2024 Brock University

Wednesday October 30, 2024 Niagara College

Thursday October 31, 2024 Western University
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Thursday October 31, 2024

Kings University College

@ Western University

Monday November 4, 2024

Toronto Metropolitan
University (formerly

Ryerson)

Tuesday November 5, 2024 McMaster University

Thursday November 7, 2024 Queen's University

Friday November 8, 2024 Sheridan College

Thursday November 14, 2024 Georgian College

Thursday November 14, 2024 Trent University

Monday November 18, 2024
Toronto Metropolitan

University - Engineering

Tuesday November 19, 2024 Durham College

Thursday November 21, 2024
University of

Guelph-Humber
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Message from Our Trustee

September 2024

Welcome to the start of the 2024-2025 school year. We are so pleased to
welcome all of our new and returning students and families to a new school
year.

How Trustees Help

As school board trustees, we have a number of roles and responsibilities,
including setting policies and budget and advocating for quality public
education. My responsibilities also include communicating with the public. I
will continue to keep you informed throughout the school year through
these regular newsletters. You can also reach out to me directly. Learn more
about how we can help and how you can reach me if you have any questions
or concerns.

You can also stay up-to-date with school board news and events through
school communications, social media (X @YRDSB and Instagram
@yrdsb.schools), our newsroom and Board podcast TuneIn YRDSB.

Our Priorities as a School Board

One of our responsibilities as a Board of Trustees is also setting the
Multi-Year Strategic Plan. This plan outlines the priorities that will guide our
work as a school board for the next several years. We want to thank the
many students, family and staff members and community partners who
shared feedback in the spring that was used to inform the development of
the plan. Some key themes emerged in the feedback that families will see
reflected in the plan, including a clear focus on student achievement and
well-being. We look forward to sharing more with you very soon.

A New School Year

The start of a new school year is a time of transition - whether your child is
starting elementary or secondary school for the first time, entering a new
program, moving to a new school or beginning a new grade. The caring,
dedicated and professional staff members who work in our system are here
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to help support your child through this transition. Please feel free to reach
out to your child’s teachers or the school to speak about your child’s
transition and the supports that are available.

We also recognize that transitions can take place throughout September.
Elementary schools may be required to adjust some classes due to
enrollment changes and class size restrictions. In secondary school, schools
may also see timetable requests and adjustments in the first few weeks.
These are occurrences that happen each fall and schools do their best to be
responsive and to minimize the effects of any changes on students.

Partnerships with Families

We value the essential partnership between schools and families and want
to ensure that families are aware of the many resources available. Our family
resources page, available from the homepage of www.yrdsb.ca, gives you
quick access to platforms that we use, tips and information, the Guide to the
School Year and student learning resources. It also includes resources for
newcomers, translation information and much more. We are also working on
a dedicated new family portal to make it easier for families to engage with
their child’s education. To ensure you receive notifications and updates,
please make sure the school has your up-to-date email address. If you are
not receiving emails, please contact your school to confirm. More
information will be shared in the coming months.

I wish you and your family all the very best for a safe, successful and
enjoyable 2024-2025 school year, and look forward to communicating with
you in the months ahead.

Jenny Chen

Trustee, Markham Wards 1 and 8
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